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What is the effect of mild TBI, PTSD, and blast on the functional brain connectome metrics of combat exposed veterans of the recent wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan?

Blast-related mild TBI was more strongly related to functional brain 
connectome topology than non-blast related mild TBI. 

Blast-related mild TBI interacted with PTSD to reduce the number of 
nodes, increased the average degree, and increased the connection 
strength in brain connectomes. Blast-related mild TBI also altered the 
threshold level associated with connectomes.

These findings demonstrate the relevance of blast-related TBI in 
understanding the effects of PTSD on functional brain connectomes.  
These alterations in brain function may be related to the increased 
symptom severity often seen in comorbid PTSD and mTBI.
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